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WELCOME TO

We're thrilled to have you parficipate in Learn and Lead. Our prayer is that the hext three months would help you
develop us u leuder, und in turn, your locul church would be blessed, und ultimutely the nations would be blessed.

Here’s un overview of the programme:

WHY?

1. Strengthen future leuders' theoloyy und reldutionship with God through the Word
2. Prepare leuders und future leuders to understand & function within an apostolic environment

HOWwW?
® 1initial 3 month term (September - November 2014)
L—ae Teuching takes place once-per-month, 8um-12pm on a Saturday at a host church in the
northern Gauteny region
® Homework

——o Homework is for the purpose of getting ledrners info the habitudl, regular study of God’s Word,
und specificully into scripture which deuls with the upcoming month’s subject;

Ledarner’s should plun uheud and schedule time (i.e., ddily) to pray and read through materidl;
Given 1 month in audvance of the Saturday teuching sessions;

Homework will be the notes from the speuker(s) of the upcoming Suturduy sessions. All points
in the outline will include exhuustive scripture reference supporting the point being mude, which
leurners will look up.

® No tests, per se (this is leadership development, not academia), but rather simple feedback papers:
Lo Each week in the homework nhotes will conclude with a question, which the learner must answer in
the unswer puye provided;
Additiondlly, after the Suturday teaching, learners will answer the following gquestions, and emuiil dill
answers together with the homework answers:

e What 3 muin things have you learned through the material this month?

o For euch of these three leurnt concepts, stute how they will practically apply to your life as u
disciple of Jesus.

For euch of these three leurnt concepts, stute how they will practicully apply o your present role
us U leuder in the church.

Pleuse describe uny other way in which truth you have leurned through Leurn & Leud this month
will apply to your life und/or leudership function.

——0 Leurn & Leud is u complement to the leudership development done by locul church elders. An elder
from euch ledarner’s church will receive the learher’s feedbuck in order to stuy abreust of the leurner’s
development.




WHAT (SUBJECTS) & WHEN?
13 September - "Growing Deep in the Word”

25 October - "Biblical Leadership, Eldership & church governance”
22 November - “Apostolic Church and Model”

HOW TO DO HOMEWORK

One of muin reasons for the homework is to simply kick-start a daily, habitual dependence on the Word of
God (this is u heeded habit of dll future church leaders!!)

Therefore it is hot simply “homework,” s in mere reading, mental assimilation of information. Tredt it as
infimute time with God. Spend ut leust 15-20 minutes duily:

——©0 Reudiny the muteridl

—0 Medituting on the materidl, especidlly on any scripture references

—0 Talking to God ubout the muateridl, seeking grace to muke the tfruths taught redl in your own life

® Puce yourself us you wish (i.e., unything from splitting euch week’s muteridl evenly over six duys, to readiny
the entire week each day for six days...whatever works best for you)

You will find yuestions at the end of each week’s materidls. Kindly answer them on the Word document
provided.

Engage your faith: don’t approdch this us more work to get done in your busy schedule. Approuch this as
your lifeline, und trust God to use your Leurn und Leud studies to uccomplish a deep und significant work in
your life development us u leader in His Church.




MONTH 3: APOSTOLIC CHURCH
& MODEL

MONTH 3 OBJECTIVES:

1. To understund the trans-locul cull of the church
2. To yuin u pussion und desire to be u purt of reuching nutions with the Gospel
3. To receive pructicdl input on how to become effective in paurthering with your local church to build trans-locally

Well done! You ure how on the findl stretch of Leurn and Leud! In muny ways, everything before now culminutes
into this month. We’ve seen the importance of regulur und deep relationship with God through His Word und
have implemented steps to fucilitute that as a redlity in our lives. We’ve souyght to dlign ourselves properly with
the church leudership figures God hus given 1o us so us to build together und dllow the leudership yifts within us
properly rise to the surface. Now, it’s time to gyet active. This month, we look ut the ministry that we are actuully
culled to do us the Church.

® 1. THETRANS-LOCAL CALL OF THE CHURCH

From the beyinning, God’s intent for His "Culled-out ones,” His Church, hus been one of trans-locul scope
Genesis 12: 1-3 The Lord had suid to Abrum, *Go from your country, your people und your fuather’s
household to the land | will show you. 2 "l will muke you into u greut nation, und | will bless you; | will muke
your hame gredt, uand you will be d blessing. 3 | will bless those who bless you, aund whoever curses you | will
curse; und ull peoples on eurth will be blessed through you.”

—( 40 The ubove verse depicts God’s cull to Abram. This represents the origin of God'’s culling out u people
of fuith o be His own people in the eurth, und therefore contuins key ideus of God's intention for His
people of fuith:

i *I will muke you a great hation...| will mauke your name greut”: God intends for His people to
collectively become u force of which the world must tuke notice
*l will bless you....und you will be d blessing”: God’s blessing of His people is to be u chunnel
through which others are blessed
1 Forexumple,
(u) the nution of Isruel were the only nation blessed with the laws und ways of God,to be u
light fo other nations;
(b) The nation of Israel ultimately brought forth the Messiah, the greutest blessing to the
nations that ever will be;
(c) The nation of Israel became the birthplace and launching pad of the Church, the
custodiun of the Gospel of the Kingdom which blesses the nations with salvation;
i “and dll peoples on earth will be blessed through you” : the scope of the blessing that is to be
delivered by the church is dll nutions;
iv  If the Church is mude up of muny locul churches, then locul churches are to have a thrust
beyond their own geoyraphicul spheres into the nations in order for the collective Church to fulfill
its mundute of blessing “dll nations”

® 2.TO BE AN "APOSTOLIC CHURCH,” AND AN "APOSTOLIC BELIEVER,” IS TO BE
PASSIONATELY ACTIVE IN SPREADING THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM FURTHER,
BEYOND YOUR LOCAL SPHERE




Isaiah 2:2-3 In the lust duys the mountain of the Lord’s femple will be established as the highest

of the mountdins; it will be exdalted ubove the hills, anhd dll hations will stream to it. 3 Many peoples
will come und say,"Come, let us yo up to the mountuin of the Lord, to the temple of the God of
Jucob. He will fedach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” The law will go out from Zion, the
word of the Lord from Jerusdlem.

q) "dll hations will stream to it” — the scope of the Church is “dll hations”

b) the Church is to bless the hations with the reveldtion of God through Christ

Isaiah 49:6 He says: "It is foo small a thihy for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and
bring buck those of Israel | have kept. | will dlso make you d light for the Gentiles, that my salvation
muy redch to the ends of the edrth.”

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preuched in the whole world das a testimony
to dll hations, und then the end will come.

Matthew 28:19 Therefore go und muke disciples of dll hations, buptizing them in the name of the
Father und of the Sonh und of the Holy Spirit

Mark 16:15 He suid to them, " Go into dull the world und preuch the gospel to dll credution.

Luke 24:46-47 He told them, “This is whut is written: The Messiuh will suffer and rise from the deud
on the third day, 47 und repentunce for the forgiveness of sins will be predached in his hame fo dll
hutions, beyinning ut Jerusulem,

Acts 1:8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; und you will be my withesses
in Jerusulem, aund in dll Judeu und Sumaria, und to the ends of the earth.”

Revelation 7:9 After this | looked, and there before me wus u great multitude that no one could
count, from every hdtion, tribe, people und lunguage, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb. They were wedring white robes and were holding pulm branches in their hands.

Revelation 14:6 Then | saw unother unygel flying in miduir, und he had the eternul gospel to
procluim to those who live on the eurth—to every hation, fribe, luhguuge und people.

® 3.ONE OF THE PRIMARY WAYS THAT A LOCAL CHURCH BECOMES APOSTOLIC IS
BY RELATIONSHIP WITH "EQUIPPING GIFTS” AND/OR PARTICIPATION IN THEIR
MINISTRIES

The locul church invites input from frans-locdl Equipping yifts into the church

The locul church sends Equipping yifts, ulony with other believers, from the locul church to go help
build other churches

The locul church parthers with other trans-locdl Equipping yifts o help plunt and strengthen churches
in other regions and nations




® 4 EQUIPPING GIFTS

We have said that Jesus builds His Church on revelation (Matthew 16:18). One of the primary ways in
which this is done is through unointed, revelatory preaching & tedaching from the “5-fold ministry gifts” or
“Equippiny yifts” of upostles, prophets, evangyelists, pustors und teuchers

Ephesians 4:7-11 But to euch one of us gruce hus been yiven us Christ apportioned it. 8 This is why it suys:
“When he uscended oh high, he tfook many cuptives and gave yifts to his people.” 9 (What does “he
uscended” meun except thut he dlso descended to the lower, earthly regions(c)? 10 He who descended
is the very one who uscended higher thuh dll the heavens, in order fo fill the whole universe.) 11 So Christ
himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pdastors and feachers, 12 to equip his people
for works of service, so thut the body of Christ muy be built up 13 until we dll reach unity in the faith and in
the khowledge of the Sonh of God und become mature, aftaining to the whole meusure of the fullness of
Christ,

The Ephesiuns 4:11 yifts are difts of Christ, Himself. HE is the apostle, prophet, evangelist, pustor and
teacher (vs.8 &11)

These yifts “eqyuip His people for works of service” (or, for “the ministry” KJV). 5-fold yifts do nhot just do
the work, but eyuip the Church to be apostolic, prophetic, evungelistic, pustoral und didactic

The ultimate fruit of this design is that from the equipping dohe by the Equipping difts, the Church grows
up info a representation of Christ, Himself to the eurth!

Let’s look ut euch of these yifts, und see:
i) whut are upostles, prophets, evangelists, pustors und teachers
i) Whut it looks like to huve been fruly eyuipped by euch of these (ey, whut it meuns to be
ypostolic, prophetic, evungyelistic, pustorul und diductic...)

In this way, we see whut we dre labouring together to build us an apostolic church

® 5.APOSTLE

|— How was Jesus an apostle?

i)  Matthew 10:40 He who receives you receives Me, und he who receives Me receives Him who
sent (Greek: upostello) Me.

i) The Greek word in the New Testument for Apostle is ‘Apostolos, literdlly meuning, “set upart, sent,
delegute”
Jesus was sent to represent the Father, & Jesus sent others to represent Him

iv) Representing heuven to eurth is the crux of the Apostle
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What is an apostle?

The key to the Apostolic is the ideu of being “sent” —
(1) Mission, purpose
(2) Deleyution: upostles exist to see the church represent the King & Kingdom to the world

Apostles are “wise builders”

| Corinthians 3:10 By the grace God hus given me, | laid a foundation as a wise builder, und

someone else is buildinyg on it. But each one should build with care.

As u builder, upostles see the design, and ultimate purpose/destiny of the Church, and build

accordingly

Apostles lubour for the Church to become God’s house on the edrth

(1) Ephesiuns 2:19-21 Conseyuently, you ure no longer foreigners und strangers, but fellow
citizens with God’s people und dlso members of his household, 20 built on the founddation
of the upostles und prophets, with Christ Jesus himself us the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the
whole building is joined together und rises to become u holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in
him you too dre beiny built together to become u dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

Apostles labour to lay foundations in the Church

Ephesiuns 2:20 Conseyuently, you ure no longer foreigners und strangers, but fellow citizens
with God’s people und dlso members of his household, 20 built on the foundation of the
apostles und prophets, with Christ Jesus himself us the chief cornerstone

For exumple, luying foundutional doctrines (Jesus, Lordship, governance, faith & grace) into the
life of u church

The apostle looks at the church and sees: “God’s house” to be built

What does it look like to be apostolic? What is an apostolic believer?

Spiritudlly mature (leud/governed by Word & Spirit)

Living onh mission, not self

Pioneeriny —

(1) Beiny purticipunts in spreading the kingdom further

(2) Beinhy on the cutting edye, restoring fruths

Living u lifestyle of *God is with me”

Teum & Goverhunce: uccounted for & living in corporate context (not independent, “lone-
rangers”)

® 6 PROPHET

|— How was Jesus a prophet?

D

John 4:16-19 Jesus suid to her, Go, cdall your husbund und come here. :17 The woman answered
und suid, I have no husbaund. Jesus suid to her, You huve well suid, | huve ho husband :18 for you
have had five husbunds, und he whom you how have is hot your husbund. In that you spoke
fruly.:19 The womun suid to Him, Sir, | perceive that you ure u prophet.

Jesus operuted in prophetic insight

His prophetic ministry lovingly brought conviction of sin

His prophetic ministry drew people to Him so us to be heduled from sin und its effects




—(:)What is a prophet?

i)  “Foreteller” — discerhs what is huppehing und is going to happen

i Purifying & prepuring the Body — conviction/repentunce

i)  Foundutions (Ephesiuns 2:20) — like upostles, prophets dlso deul with foundations, however,
usudlly “uprooting” (error und sin)

iv)  Intfimacy with Jesus

—(©) The prophet looks at the church and sees: the bride to be prepared for the bridegroom (Jesus)

(1) What does it look like to be a prophetic believer?

i) Infimacy with God

i)  Sepuruted in the heurt (singleness of devotion)

i) Infercession

iv) Regyularly hearing from the Spirit for life & for others

V) Developed spiritudl beings (aware/skillful in spirit realm, awdre of spiritudl redilities)

® 7 EVANGELIST
How was Jesus an Evangelisi?

i) Luke 7:22 And unsweriny, Jesus suid to them, Go und tell John whaut you have seen und heurd;
that the blind see, the lume wulk, the lepers are cleunsed, the dedf hedr, the deud dre ruised,
and the gospel is proclaimed to the poor.

What is an evangelist?

)} “procluimer of Good News” — tuke the messuye to unbelievers
(1) Equip believers to do the sume (every Equipping dift equips the Body to do whut they are
purticularly gifted to do)
i)  Sulvations — the primary Motivation of the evangyelist
iy  Often uccompunied by hedlinys & miracles

The evangelist looks at the church and sees: an army to be rallied

What does it look like to be an evangelistic believer?

i)  Burdened by lost souls/urgency
i)  Active in evanyelism (various forms)

® 8 PASTOR

L

How was Jesus a Pastor?

Matithew 9:36 But seeing the crowds, He wus moved with compussion on them, becuuse they

were tired und scuttered like sheep having no shepherd.

Whut is a Pastor?

(1) “But seeiny the crowds, He wus moved with compussion on them” — the pustor notices und
has compussion on the present state of followers




(2) “they were tired und scuttered” — pustors are particularly aware of specific hurts/struggles
@Q3) “like sheep having no shepherd” — pustors desire to get dirty & help — to huve persondi
involvement in the lives of the “sheep”
i)  The pustor looks ut the Church and sees: sheep (individuadls) to be cured for
iv)  Whuat does it look like to be pastoral?
(1) Cure ubout the strugyles of people
(2) Go ufter the “stray,” bring buck to fold
@) Involved in intricucies & detuils (not just biy picture)

® 9 TEACHER
How was Jesus a Teacher?

i)  Matthew 5:1-2 And seeing the multitudes, He went up info u Mountuin. And when He had sat
down, His disciples cume to Him. And He opened His mouth und faught them, suying...

What is a teacher?

i) Brings clarity/understanding
i)  Functional/applicuble truth

The teacher looks at the Church and sees: Disciples to be taught

What does it look like to be didactic?

i) Solid understandings w/ corresponding skills (ie, prayer, fithing, etc)
i)  Pussion for fruth & scripture
i) Helpihy others in upplicution of truth

Question T.
Would you be interested in either going with or resourcing work into other hations? Why or why not? If yes,
whut would you like to do und where?

Question 2:

Answer euch of the following with explunaution:

e As u believer, huve you been mostly equipped to be upostolic, prophetic, evungelistic, pustoral or
diductic?

e From which gift do you most need more eyuipping from?

e Do you feel that you ure culled to one of the Equippiny yifts and, if so, which one?




GROWING IN OUR UNDERSTANDING AND APPLICATION OF APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANITY

Whut is Apostolic Christiunity? What is a buse church? Are dll locul churches culled to be buse churches?
How does the local church fulfil its God given mandate in parthership with the Apostolic s if relates to
Eldership feams working with Ephesians 4 equipping vifts? In order to find the answers fo these guestions,
we have tfo first look ut the person und work of Jesus Christ, us the Apostolic finds it's full expression only in
Him.

‘The life of Christ is the fountuinheud of apostolic Christianity, just us the apostolic age is the fountainhead
of the Christian church. The apostolic uge was the age of the Holy Spirit, the age of inspiration and
leyislation for dll subseqguent uges. It holds up the highest stundurd of doctrine und discipline, it is the
inspiring genius of dll frue proygress. Christianity can never outgrow Christ, but it grows in Christ, theology
cunnot yo beyond the word of God, but it must ever progress in the understunding and application of the
word of God." Phillip Schuff

The word upostolic comes from the Greek word apostolos, which medns 'sent one'.

Hebrews 3:1-2 1 Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly cdlling, consider Jesus, the apostle
and high priest of our confession, 2 who wus faithful to him who dppointed him, just as Moses dlso wds
faithful in all God's house.

Jesus the Apostle, our example as sent from the Father
At the beyinning of His ministry Jesus culled twelve disciples und He culled them “upostles” - ones who
would be sent out to preduch the good hews. (Mark 3:14)

Jesus suid in John 17:18,As you sent (upostello) me into the world, | dlso have sent (apostello) them into
the world.” Here we see that the mission that the Father gave to His Son was entrusted to those for whom
He wus praying, the eurly upostles. Jesus then yives the yreut commission to His followers in Mutthew
28:18-20 And Jesus cume und suid to them, "All authority in heuveh und oh eurth has beeh given to me.
19 Go therefore und mauke disciples of ull hutions, buptizihg them in the hume of the Father und of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teuching them to observe dll that | have communded you. Ahd behold, | um
with you dlways, to the end of the uge.”

Apostolic Christiunity is the quest to see the Church reflect the lifestyle and practice of Jesus und the eurly
upostles. The plunting of churches in every town, villuge und city is of vitul importunce to the upostolic
church in udvuncing its withess. We see this both in the eurly church und the fulfilment of the yreut
commission of Jesus to yo und muke disciples of dll nations. (Matt 28:19)

The motive und response of the locul church must be born out of deep conviction und desire to see Jesus
ylorified throughout dll of the nations of the world.

Apostolic/Prophetic Christiunity finds it's expression through u church that embraces the prophetic
purposes of God in every uye, u church that hus the dbility to see the future us God sees it and prepares
to become the future. Apostolic Christiunity has u God-inspired zedl to go und not to guther, to send und
not to stay. This is u people who will give everything, without compromise, to be what God culls them to be
und to do whut God culls them to do. Someone once suid, "mission exists becuuse worship does hot."

Visit the followiny site www.bible-history.com/map_jesus und follow the life and work of Jesus. Click

oh the humbers on the mup und see the informution on the top of euch puye, ufter you click. For the
exercise of understunding how Jesus, our Greut Apostle, fulfilled His mission here on eurth, start with #8 and
move chronoloyicdlly through to #37.




HERE IS AN OVERVIEW OF THE MANDATE TO OUR GENERATION

Why Prepure the bride Marriuge
1 (Luke 8:1) T

By Advuncing the Kingdom Motive
l (Mutt 24:14) T

Discipling the Nutions Mandate
(Rev 7:9; 19:7: 21:9) T

Planting Churches
(Matt 28:19; Acts 1:7-8)

Developiny The Priesthood
(Mutt 28:19) 1

Preaching the Gospel Messuge
(Acts 8; Acts 13:1-3)

Muny people huve seen their lives us their kihgdom, which should hot be. Our lives are in the contfext of
the locul church. The locul church is in the context of the greut commission, which keeps us focused on
the bigger picture. The great commission is in the context of the Gospel. The Gospel is hot ubout us. The
Gospel is in the context of the kingdom. The kihngdom is mude up of two things: king und subjects.

Preuch the kingdom und it will bring bignhess into dll that we do.

The church
Growth

Get

Restrict

Gift persondlity
Introspective
Method
Business
Gimmicks
Breuth of fresh uir
Show

Huppy
Superstar
Friends
Shakable
Mauke huppen
Defensive
Smuall

Do

Us

Mauke us look good

Gift

Event
Excellence.

Fill the building.

The kingdom
Impact

Give

Releuse
Jesus
Kingdom minded
Results

Life

Truth

Breuth of life
Redlity

Joyful

King

Family
Unshukuble
Let huppen
Secure

Large

Done

Him

Make his hame yreut
Gifts

Lifestyle
Authentic

Fill the earth

"‘Most people know how 1o serve in the church but not how fo minister in the world".




WHAT IS A BASE CHURCH? IS EVERY CHURCH CALLED TO BE A BASE CHURCH?

Every locul church should uspire to be u buse church in its uttitude of eyuipping its people for greuter
ministry of the globul church and to be d “sendihyg church.” The grace on one church to the next will differ
with some churches having u particularly strony culling to be d resource buse church to impuct not only
its immediate surrounds but other towns, cities und even beyond that.

A buse church is a church that exists not only for itself, but which has caught the wider vision, and that
hus u desire und cupucity to give u high priority to the corporute (frans-locul) endeuvour und not only to
its own locul work. It is u resource centre, pouring concerted, sustuined prayer, finances, equipment and
personnel into the togetherness of u locul church in parthership with a frans-locul team.

A buse church reflects un Apostolic/Prophetic understunding of New Testument lifestyle. With respect 1o its
vision und values, it shares these with an Apostolic/Prophetic teum with which it has a primary relationship.
A buse church thus builds according to a model that results in all of the shared values and vision, filtering
into every uspect und depurtment of the locul church.

Some of these vulues could include: covenuntdl relationships, liberty, stubility, feam ministry, generosity, und
eyuipping Gods people.

A buse church does hot merely uccommodute, but cooperutes with the teum it relates to. It bucks the
tfeam, supporting its vision both financidally and sacrificially as it participates in the dareus to which they are

culled to penetrate und plant. It exists primarily for others und not for itself.

In the New Testument we see some exumples of buse churches, the church in Antioch is such a church. In
The book of Acts we reud ubout the church sending some of their best leuders to yo.

Acts 13:1-3 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabus, Simeonh who was

cdlled Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Munuen u lifelonyg friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. While they were
worshipiny the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to
which | have cudlled them." Then ufter fusting und praying they luid their hands on them und sent them off.

The first buse church was the church in Jerusalem, which took shape under the leadership of the upostles.
(Acts 2:42).The church wus strongly established in The Lord and great favour wds upoh the church.

(Acts 2:47) Luke records that from the outset the church was rich in resources where believers shared
"everything in common" (Acts 2:45). Not only were they well resourced in materidl possessions, but dlso
were rich in spiritudl gifting with the presence of upostles, prophets, evanyelists and mauny teuchers, muny
of whom went out to evangelise und plunt churches. An edrly example of this was the sending out of
Peter and John to Samuaria to pray for the believers there (Acts 8:14).

The following ure some of the outstunding feutures of edrly buse churches. As we look ut euch one, study
the book of Acts und follow ulohy Paul’s missionary journeys. Muke your own hotes, tuking cure to note
how Paul went about fulfilling the great commission. Also pay close uftention to how different fowns and
cities opened up through so muny different types of people from ull walks of life.

The church at Antioch

One of the fedtures of this church was that they were generous. They sowed some of their best yifts to the
wider church. (Acts 13:2).

Another feuture of this church was that it was rich in spiritudl giffing, not only was it blessed with severdl
apostles, Luke tfells us that there was g number of prophets und teachers us well, a clear indication of the
presence of the fivefold ministry aubout which Paul would teuch ubout in Ephesians chapter four.

The Antioch church wus a praying, worshipping church, and us d result, sensitive to the leudiny of the Holy
Spirit. In < time of worship und fusting, the Holy Spirit instructed them to,

'Set uside for me Barnubus und Saul for the work to which | have cdalled them" (Acts 13:2).




They responded with immediute obedience und luid their hands on them und sent them off on their first
dpostolic ministry trip.

They were u “sendiny church.” They hud ygrusped the essence of the yreut commission 'to go into dll the
world' insteud of holding on to such yifted men. They were willing to releuse their best to the greuter work
of goinyg into the entire world with the Gospel.

A buse church is able to sustain its own growth as a local church us well as minister to the wider church.
For those coming buck from ministry frips it is u place of refreshment where they ure strengthened for
further missions into the world with the Gospel.

Paul und Burnubus gave the church feedbuck from their tfravels. This illustrates that they saw this locul
church us purthering with them into the nutions.

The church at Ephesus

The plunting of the church at Ephesus wus G story of greut importance for the early church. According to
Peter Wagner, it was "the most outfstanding success of his (Paul's) career and the “third or fourth largest city
in the Romun Empire ufter Rome". Adolf Harhack udds to this by saying that "Paul's lubours mude Ephesus
the third capital of Christianity.”

Ephesus was the occult headquarters of the then-knowh world. But by the faithful preaching of the Gospel
und with signs following, this powerful stronghold wus broken, und Ephesus becume onhe of the most
powerful church plants in the whole of Asiu.

Ephesus becume un effective buse for the truining und sending out of workers to preuch the Gospel. FF
Bruce points out that, Paul stuyed in Ephesus, but a number of his fellow workers carried on missionary
uctivity in the heighbouring cities us well. It wus during these yeurs that the churches in the Lycos valley,

those ut Colossue, Hierapolis and Luodiceu were founded (Col2:1,4:13).

Paul's sustuined period of feuching ut the hall of Tyrannus in Ephesus wus of yreut sighificance. Peter
Wagnher says that this was a clear example of formalized leadership fraining that we have in the New
Testument, where the muin focus of whut wus tuught were likely to huve been evaungelism und church
planting.

The church at Philippi

Philippi was well situated, not only for the cominy und goiny of upostolic ministry, but the mix of converts
would muke it a very cosmopolitun community, which would touch people of muny nationalities with the
Gospel, who in furn would go out und touch their various nations with the Gospel.

As Lightfoot hotes, "it was u thoroughfare for the traffic of hations and would reusondbly represent the
civilized world in miniature, and the phenomenu of the proyress of the Gospel in omits wider sphere were
thus unficiputed on a smdaller scule.”




Whut is of importance is that Philippi was, by the stundurds of Anfioch und Ephesus, a much smaller
church. Yet this did not disqyudlify it from acting us un importunt buse for the facilitution of upostolic
ministry. In spite of it's beinyg u poor church it became a significant church that served us a resource centre
for the on-ygoiny work of the upostles. Even though it wus not d rich church, the members were yenerous,
Paul reminded them thut, No church entfered info partnership with me in yiving und receiviny, except
you only. Even in Thessulonicu you sent me help for my heeds once und uguin. (Phil 4:16,17)

The church at Thessalonica
Once uyuin we hote the struteyic setting of the church ut Thessulonicu.

Donuld Guthrie points out thut the city of Thessaulonica wus importunt not only because it was the capitdl
of Mucedonia, but dlso because it stood oh the Via Ighdtia, the Roman highway to the Eust. Its position
would muke for eusy uccess und the sending out of workers. The church at Thessulonicu was ulso muture
und strony in faith, according to Michael Eaton.

The church stood firm und becume u centre of further outreuch (1 Thessuloniuns 1:8). Judying from 1
Thessuloniauns 1:9, muny Gentiles were suved dt the time.

He yoes on to describe how the Thessuloniuns found ways 1o muke sure that the surrounding dureus heurd
ubout Jesus und soohn the entire area had heurd ubout Jesus through what had happened o these
Thessulonian Christiuns. This is o yood exumple of u church uffecting its immediate surroundings with the
Gospel.

lan Mckellar speaks of the church ut Thessulonhicu us being u model church.

It had both an internal and un external focus. They becume imitators of the upostolic teum and
welcomed the messuge with joy (1 Thessuloniuns 1:6) they ulso becume outwardly focused und reuched

out fo their own city, town or province (Macedonia) and the province hext door (Achaia) und then
beyond (1 Thessalonians 1:7-8).

Question:
Bused on this week’s study, do you believe that you should in some way be involved in udvuncing the
kingdom in other pluces? Why or why hot?




® 14 KEY STRATEGIES OF THE APOSTOLIC PATTERN

—{ Reud throuyh euch point,und meditute on euch scripture referenced.

Preparation — Acts 1:14-2:4 (cf. Luke 24:49-53): praying for and seekiny the
outpouring of the Holy Spirit for the new task;
Priesthood of dll Believers — Acts 2:42-47: releasing the priesthood of dll believers;
Power Evangelism — Acts 8:5-14: signs und wonders, which cuh be cutdlytic to the saving of muny;
Purity — Acts 8:20-23: purity of motive und deed; not self-righteousness nor legalism, but a
pussionute love of the Lord;
Prayer — Acts 13:1-3: finding the heart of God;
Participution — Acts 15:40-16:5: tfeam ministry and discipleship;
Prophetic Direction — Acts 16:1-2 (cf. 1 Timothy 1:18; 4:14; 2 Timothy 1:6): prophetic inspiration und
impartation;
Potentiul Doors — Acts 16:9-10: greut doors opehiny for effectual work (with opposition); breaking
into ureus where the Gospel hus not been preuched;

9 Pruise — Acts 16:25-26: opens people’s heaurts, which opens the way for God to move;

10 Planting — Acts 17,18 und 19: Apostolic/Prophetic teums training hew
leuders und plunting new churches;

11 Provision — Acts 18:5 (cf. 2 Corinthians 11:9 und Philippians 4:15-18): financial releuse to support the
work;

12 Preaching — Acts 19:8-10: procluiming God’s truth to a confused und dying society;

13 Puttern of Apostolic Ministry — Acts 19:10: frans-locul teums involved with local churches; building
u model to multiply, i.e. buse churches;

14 Pastordl Leudership — Acts 20:28-35: servant leadership, i.e. shepherd heart.

By studying the Book of Acts, we cun cleurly see the Puul’s heart und the puattern that he used in fulfilling
the great commission through parthership with local churches.

The puttern for the Book of Acts is summuarized in Acts 1:8, "But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
comes on you; und you will be my withesses in Jerusulem, and in dll Judeu und Sumuriu, and to the end
of the eurth." The whole of Acts is luid out according to this puttern. This is also Paul's strategic puttern for
ministry.

A brief overview of how Paul the Apostle worked with local churches

We encourage you to read through the below material and scripture references with hew eyes,
conhsideriny Paul’s puttern und how it should impuct uponh how we should function us churches und us
believers toduy...

Initially Barnabus & Paul worked together with a team and they were instrumentdl in setting up d base in
Anfioch, which was a multicultural community (Acts 13:1-2).

The church there was u community that was full of grace, where people were being saved (Acts 11:22-
27) und leuders were beiny truined und releused (Acts 15:35).

From this buse in Antioch, they reuched out und preuched, tuught und uppointed elders in the
surrounding provinces (Acts 14:23).




They were involved in planting hew churches - Philippi (Acts 14:23) Thessulonicu (Acts 17), Bereu (Acts
17),and Corinth (Acts 18) und in returning to existing churches to encourayge the believers (Acts 14:21-26;
Acts 18:23). One of Puul's teums stayed in Philippi (Acts 16:40). Paul continued to work from this buse in
Antioch for u seuson ufter he aund Barnabus had parted ways.

Once Puul reuched Corinth, which wuas situated on the outer limits of Antioch's sphere of influence, he
wanted to plunt a new buse. He thus stayed in Corinth for 18 months and some fime (Acts 18:11,18).The
church in Corinth hever becume u buse though, in spite of the fact that it was in a wedlthy city and was
not lucking in spiritudl gifts (1 Cor 1:7). It seems that this church had the 'wine', but not the 'wineskin',in
other words the yifts of the Spirit but hot the right structure: the upostolic/prophetic puttern.

Paul then moved his buse to Ephesus, where the locul church becume both the 'Bible College’ und
the 'Mission station', in other words, the training centre und the sending centre (Acts 19:9-10; 11:26 und
13:1-3).

These uccounts shows us how Paul used these key strateyic locutions to estublish buse churches that
could influence the surrounding ureus with the Gospel of the Kingdom.

The bible teuches that the elders of u locul church are the highest governing authority and that no
dapostolic teum should supersede them. There is, however, u biblicdl precedent that these elders have
a primary relationship with un apostolic/prophetic tfeum to which they voluntarily make themselves
accountuble through relationship.

This feum then works with eldership teums into their churches to equip the people for the work of the
ministry. The elders, together with the people, work out of their churches, with the feam, into the nations.

As we reud Ephesidans 4:9-16 we see thut three very cledr uspects dre brought to light with regard to
these yifts:

"It was He who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, und some to be
pustors und teuchers 1o prepure God's people for works of service."

The Persons (vs. 8-11)

The Purpose (vs. 12-15)

The Plan (vs. 16)
Larry Tomzack suid the following about the persons: "All of these yift ministries are expressions of Jesus
Himself. Our Lord -the greut Apostle, great Prophet, greut Evangelist, great Pastor and great Teucher has
distributed the ministry that He alone embodies to the church He so loves."

The upostle is needed to govern.

The prophet is needed to guide.

The evangelist is needed to gather.

The pustor is heeded to guard.

The teucher is needed to ground.




The upostle is un architect (wise builder) und strateyist. In un autmosphere of uccountubility (which is
necessury for ALL believers!), the prophet is anointed us a seer, who brings necessary revelation und
insight to keep the house of God pure und on the right frack. The evangelist, contrary to his stereotyped
image, does more than simply herald the Good News to the uhconverted, but dlso eyuips und motivates
the church to become evangelistic in lifestyle. An Evangelist dlso trains other yiffed evangelists into

their high cudlling. The pustor und teucher, ut the yruss roots level, lubour with other leuders in providing
personal care for the flock, instructing the people by feaching and exuample in the word of God, und in
serving the upostolic-prophetic ministries by implementing their strateyy und vision.

Those of carrying recognised Ephesians 4:11 difts, each bused in a local church, should lubour together
in u fruns-locul teum to estublish hew churches und ussist in the rebuilding und onh-yoiny development
of existing churches. Such u team should seek fo estublish New Testament churches, where God's
redeemed people, under the lovinyg oversight of a plurdlity of elders, would be are built fogether info a
dwelling of God in the Spirit. (Eph 2:22).

The purpose of these Ephesians 4 gifis is to:

Equip (V12) - "to prepure God's people".
Edify V12) - "build up".

Enlist (V12) - "for the work of the ministry."
Enlarge (V15) - "cuuses growth",

Unify V13)

Bring to maturity V13)

Bring stability V14)

Bring honesty & inteyrity (V15) - "the truth in love".
Strengthen (V15) - "grow up'

Bring to uvdilubility (V16) - "priesthood of dll.

How long will we have dll five? "Until we dll come to the unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son
of God, to u perfect mun,to the meusure of the stature of the fullness of Christ" (Ephesians 4:13).

The plan involves:
Growinyg up (v15) "speuking the truth in love, muy grow up in dll things into Him who is the heud, that
is Christ."
Involvement (v16) "From him the whole body, joined und held togyether by every supporting
ligument, grows und builds itself up in love, us euch part does its work."

From the Ephesians 4 portion of scripture we cun clearly see thut it is God's infention that the work of the
ministry is done by the whole church und not just by the 'puid professiondl'.

We live in a very exciting duy und uge where this truth of apostolic Christianity is beiny restored to the
church in u redl way, and when every single person hus d role to play in seeing the greut commission of
Jesus fulfilled. We cunnot dll go dll the time but we can dll participute in some way: going when possible,
giving in some wuay, or prayiny for those that go.

Jesus cume into the world on u mission fo see the human race reconciled buck to the Father. Paul
responded in obedience to the cdll of Jesus and lived out his call even to the very end of his life. The
greut commission given to us by Jesus (Matt 28:18-20) is for each and every believer today and dlthough
this will be lived out differently by euch of us, we dll have d purt to play in seeing this glorious Gospel of
Jesus Christ go out intfo dll the world.

Bibliography
Daniel Apostolic Strategy, every tribe resources.
Black The pursuit of Apostolic Christianity, South African Theoloyicdl semindry press

Question: Asses your life to see how is this huppening in your life right now...How dre you employing your
time, talents and treusures to see this great commission fulfilled through your own life?




OVERVIEW

The only Biblical concept of this life we live with Christ is an Apostolic ohe.

There is u sense of expunsive mMovement in dll of Scripture, of God Muking un uppedl fo Mankind
everywhere to turh to Him. Apostolic Hedrtedness is buyinyg in to this cause in such a way that it
chunges our lives, deuls with our baggage, and makes us useful to the Kingdom dund to the locdl
church, in purthership with my leaders to the nations of the world.

God the creutor seurches out His creation und meets with Adum & Eve.
Throughout the Old Testument we see God'’s people leuving home and going where God leuds
them. Even us the chosen hution, they reached out to foreigners umonyg them, und provision waus

even mude for hon-Jews in the Law.

Jesus leuves the splendor of divinity und is sent o eurth to reuch out to mun. He yives up dll He
had that we might have dll He offers.

From Jesus into the New Testument we see, on purpose or becuuse of persecution, dll believers
ygoiny to other pluces und spreudiny the gospel us they go.

In busic Biblicul Christiunity, we must embrace u cull to disciple the nations.
We dre dll culled to live out und be grounded in Apostolic Christianity.

Any ideu or expression of Church that does hot ut the saume fime embrace the locdl and the trans-
locul is u best u vague shudow of whut God intended her to be!

Who we ure must uffect the nations und the hations must effect who we are.,

Any nation that thinks more of its ease und comfort than its freedom will soon lose its freedom; and the
ironicul thing ubout it is that it will lose its euse und comfort too. WILLIAM SOMERSET MAUGHAM (1874-
1965)

Apostolic Christiunity focuses us much on others freedom us onh our own.

1 Thessalonians 1: 4 For we know, brothers und sisters loved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because
our gospel cume to you hot simply with words but ulso with power, with the Holy Spirit und deep
conviction. You know how we lived amony you for your suke. 6 You becume imitators of us und of the
Lord, for you welcomed the messuge in the midst of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit. 7
And so you becume u model to dll the believers in Mucedoniu und Achuiu. 8 The Lord’s messuge rany
out from you not only in Macedoniu und Achuiu—your fuith in God has become known everywhere.

1 Thessalonians 3: 8 For how we redlly live, since you dre stunding firm in the Lord




Apostolic Heartedness
1 THE BOOK OF ACTS.

This book is often termed “the Acts of the Apostles.” This is far from the truth! As we look into the
Book of Acts we see Luke’s true intention wus to focus uttention on “the ucts of the Holy Spirit, from
neighbourhoods to nations,” in society und in u yrowinyg scope of communities.

Acts is more thun an historicul uccount of the church, unswering questions of “whut happened.”

To get un accurate understunding of this book we must dlso usk,"What was the purpose in selecting und
shupiny the muteridl of Acts in the way that it was?”

As with dll books we must first dsk ourselves what the writer infended the messuye und meduning of
U pussuge to be, aund to not just apply our own subjective interpretation. (l.e. A Devotiondl vs. an
Exeyeticdl interpretation (criticul explunation of the text))

Luke’s intent in Acts is to show the eurly church and its movement, orchestrated by the Holy Spirit tuking
the gospel from its Jerusulem-bused, Juduism-oriented beyinninys, to becominy u worldwide, Gentile-
predominunt phenomenon.

This is supported by what he doesn’t tell us - vitul hermeneutical principal. (For more information on
hermeneutics, yo to the lust section of this Leurn und Leud manudl).

We see no interest in the bioyruphies of the Apostles, hor church orgunization or polity.

Acts as a model:

Luke never infended ucts to standardize or even bring uniformity to the church. He leaves out too
much detdil for us to creute exact orders of service, stfructure und practice. If he had, surely the
church would huve institutiondlized the life we see in Acts and have lost the organic, Spirit-led hature
God intended.

Acts is infended us a model but hot so much in the specifics as in the overdll picture. In the
spontaneous, friumphunt, joyful and forward-moving expunsion of the Gospel, empowered by the Holy
Spirit, resulting in chanyed lives and communities us God’s intent for the continuing church.

The key verse in Acts 1:8. With emphusis on Gods power through the Holy Spirit und the resultant
spread of the church, numerically, geographically and culturally.

CF Act 8:1!
Luke provides the following development of God’s deulings in Acts.
We see six punels or sections:

From the Church’s Jewish setting with Peter leuding,

to u predominuntly gentile or cosmopolitun church with Paul s the spedarheud und the turget
being Rome.

We dlso see u multiplying of feums, Paul to the Gentiles, Peter to the Jews, and others taking shape.
E.yg. Apollos, Pricilla & Aguila, Timothy & Titus beyin to travel without Paul

Jewish to cosmopolitun, Peter to Paul, ministering dlone to building teum, one Apostolic Endeuvour /
Trans-local Team to many.




Overview of Acts in 6 Panels:

Each panel ends with a brief summary verse. Read each reference from Acts as you go along!

i Acts 1:1 - 6:7.
A description of the eurly church, its preuching, common life, spreud and initial opposition. Note
how Jewish the fluvour is — with much contuct with the temple und synugogues.
“So the word of God spreud. The humber of disciples in Jerusulem increused rapidly, and d large
number of priests becume obedient to the fuith.”

ii Acts 6:8 - 9:31.
With Stephen’s martyrdom us the key, we see the first spread of the church by the Greek spedking
Jewish Christians (Helenists) to the Samaritans, who were a mixed race, purt Jewish (Diuspora
Jews), becuuse persecution broke out aguinst it.

Very importunt, these were the believers — the Apostles stayed in Jerusalem dand the priesthood of
believers curried the gospel wherever they went!

“Then the church throughout Judeu, Gulilee and Sumuriu enjoyed u fime of peuce. It wus
strengthened; and encouruged by the Holy Spirit, it grew in numbers, living in the fear of the Lord.”

iii Acts 9:32 - 12:24.
With Cornelius’ conversion us the cutalyst, we see the first expunsion to the Gentiles. God uses
Peter,the one most trusted umony Jewish believers to breduk into the Gentile world. We dlso see
the church in Antioch where Gentiles ure targeted for evangelism.

"But the word of God contihued fo incredase and spread.”
iv Acts 12:25 - 16:5.
Here we see the first geographical expansion under Paul’s leadership. The Jews how regularly
reject the Gospel becuuse it includes Gentiles. The church council meets und decides hot to
reject their Gentile brothers and sisters, nor o impose Jewish law on them.
"So the churches were strengthened in the faith and grew ddily in humbers.”
v Acts 16:6 - 19:20 NB 16:6-10
This section describes the further, westwurd move of the church into the Gentile world, nhow into
Europe.
The Jews repedatedly reject und the Gentiles welcome the Gospel.
“In this way the word of the Lord spreud widely and grew in power.
vi Acts 19:21 - 28:30.
A description of the events that move Paul and the Gospel to Rome, with emphusis on Paul’s tridls

in which he is declured innocent of wrony doiny three times.

“Boldly und without hindrance he preduched the kingdom of God und taught ubout the Lord
Jesus Christ.”




Summary:

Luke, the author of the Gospel of Luke, here presents volume two of his record of Christ's life and
ministry. In Acts, the centradl figures become Christ's apostles who carry His Gospel to dll people. Acts is
structured around the key verse of Acts 1:8, where Christ tells the Apostles to go to Jerusalem: their own
city; and Judeu: their own province; and to Samaria: cross culturdlly to heighbouring countries; and even
to the ends of the eurth: dll Genfile peoples.

Saul, the converted Jewish scholar, becomes Paul the missionary Apostle who takes Christ fo the
Gentiles. Peter leuds the effort of continuing to evangelize Jews, both in Palestine und those dispersed
in other countries us well. Acts records the Spreading of the Gospel, und the building of the Church,
throughout Asiu, lower Europe, und us fur west us Rome.

Apostolic Strategy

Your Town, Suburb, City

Your Province,

The Province Next Door.

As in Act 1:8, hot chronoloyicdal, but complimentary. (see map)
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2 APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANITY - WHAT ARE WE CALLED TO?

Chris Wienund - The Church God hus in Mind - py. 8.
Maundute to our yenerution — overview.
God’s grand plan is that we would know Him and make Him known. But how will we do this?

Prepare the Bride

Rev 19:6-8,Eph 5:27

Luke 8:1 After this, Jesus travelled ubout from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good
news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him,

Disciple the Nations

Mutt 28:18-20, Act 1:8

Matt 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be preuched in the whole world us u testimony to dll
nations, und then the end will come.

Plant New Testament Churches

Act 13-14

Act 13:42 As Paul and Barnubus were leuving the synagogue, the people invited them to spedak
further about these things on the next Subbuth

They preuched the Gospel, suw muny suved, yuthered these believers in to locul church communities,
left und returned to see the churches set in order.

Raise Up Leaders
2Tim 2:2,

cf Acts 1:.7-8 He suid to them: ...8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; und
you will be my withesses in Jerusalem, and in dll Judeu und Sumaria, and to the ends of the eurth.”

Develop the Priesthood
Gul 5:1, 1Pet 2:4-5,9

Setting & keepiny God’s people free with His word, discipling them & building them in a redl, living
relutionship with Jesus.

Seek & Save the Lost.
Lk 19:10

Acts 8:1 And Suul wus there, giving upjprovadl 1o his deuth. On that duy a greut persecution broke out
aguinst the church at Jerusulem, und dll except the upostles were scuttered throughout Judeu und
Samaria,

Acts 13:1-3 In the church aut Antioch there were prophets and teuchers: Barnabus, Simeon cualled
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Munuen (who hud been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While
they were worshiping the Lord und fusting, the Holy Spirit suid, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for
the work o which | have cdlled them." 3 So ufter they hud fusted und prayed, they placed their hands
onh them und sent them off.




Summary:
Apostolic Mandate throughout Scripture:
Genesis 12:1-3; Psulms 2:8; Matthew 28:19; Mark 16:15; Acts 1:8; 8:1; Reveldtion 22:1

3 WHAT IS MY ROLE IN APOSTOLIC CHRISTIANITY?

Small “a” Apostolic Christianity.

You might suy, "Butf I'm nhot un Apostle, how cun | be part of Apostolic Christianity?”

There are many examples in scripture where what God requires of those with specidl responsibility is to
u meusure required of dll. For exumple the yudlifications of Elders und Deucons in 1 Tim 3 and Tit 1, are
mostly universal: good reputation, not a drunkard, hospitable, full of the Spirit etc..

Lets look at the Ephesians 4 gifis.

Prophet vs. prophecy:

Some are yiven the office of Prophet, while others the yift of prophecy — but dll Christiuns should be
used to “speuk for God,” either foretelling, or forth tellihy the word of God.

- All may prophecy,some ure culled to be prophets.

Equully with dll of the Ephesiuns 4 difts, while some are yiffed with the office of Apostle, Prophet,
Evangelist, Pastor, or Teucher; we dll should see some fruit of each these in our “everyday” Christianity.
Is any believer exempt from being sent, proclaiming, withessing, caring, or discipling?

“Big A” and “Smuill u” offices & yifts are vitdl in and though edch local church. Every locdl church
must be u buse for Apostolic ministry. (i.e., having biy “"A” Apostolic, us well us every believer seeiny
themselves us sent to those uround them).

Short or long term:

Some will have their workplace us their field of ministry, some will go to a heighbour in their suburb,
some on u holiduy or business trip to unother city, province or natfion, some will go und work with a
church somewhere else.

Some will set u few weeks uside with the specific intent of extending the Gosjpel, others a few months,
some will relocute und support or plunt a church.

If all of our life is Apostolic-Heurted, then everything we do hus u Gospel edye to it, und who knows
what the outcome could bel

Act 18:19 While Paul was waiting for the hext ship to contfinue his journey, he preaches and the
beyinnings of the church at Ephesus are formed!! That's Apostolic Heurted wuaiting!
Cf Act 16:6-10

Thessalonians: a Model Church, and Basic Apostolic Heart & Strategy

1Thess 1,cf Acts 17:1-9
Thouygh Paul, Silus & Timothy's stay was short, it was a model church.




Small ‘a’ Apostolic Christianity:
1 Thessuloniuns 1:6-8u CF Acts 1:8
You Becume...
i. Own City
ii. Own Province
iii. The Province next door und beyond.

Even though they were u youny church, they lived “smuall *u’ apostolic” Christianity us busic Christianity.

Small ‘a’ Apostolic Pattern:
1 Thess 1:6-7
1. Vision imitators of us NB 1 Cor 11:1
2. Team: Us
3. Relutionship: welcomed messuge with joy.
4. Discipleship: model to dll believers.

4 PRACTICAL OUT-WORKINGS OF APOSTOLIC HEARTEDNESS.

Paul wus one of few “professiondls” who hud been fruined und set uside for ministry, ulbeit in the Jewish
system. Most of the mdjor players whom we admire in the Scriptures, were not employed by a church, hor
did they huve much to offer in ferms of pedigree. Much like us!

1 Corinthians 1:26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you
were wise by humun stundards; hot muny were influential; hot muny were of noble birth. 27 But God
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weuk things of the world to
shame the strony.

Order your life more around involvement in local church endeavours.
i. Getupussport
ii.  Master your money so you cun ufford a frip
iii. ~ Train your kids to go out ut night, sleep on the floor, eat what is set before them.
iv.  Be sucrificiul with your time, tulents und treusures

Adopt a “Theology of Place” (i.e. that God has called you to your suburb, job, school and sent
you there on mission for the Gospel’s sake, not just to pay the bills, get an education...)
i.  Apostolic Heurtedness sees every ureu of life us u potentiul opportunity for the Gospel.
ii.  Nofjust goiny to work, etc, but going on mission, us much us Paul wus going to Ephesus or
Thessulonicu,

Prioritise local/national NCMI events and plan to be involved in similar events over the borders,
too.
i. Let your leuders know thut you ure avuiluble to go with them or on behulf of your locul church.

Pray for your city and the nations in your own devotions and with you local church.

Keep yourself informed of what is going on in the churches with whom we pariner, and in the
countries God has placed on your heari.

Offer more. Become more sacrificial in your service of the Gospel.
i This could be mukiny yourself more avdiluble for meetinygs, ministry, bubysitting, hosting, muking
meuls, fucilituting others going...




Champion the cause of another: church, city, or nation, with a heart submitied to your leaders.

Plant a Life Group. Either as the leader or part of the team. Church planting is very similar to
starting a Life Group from scratch. Practise in the safe country and trust for new areas!

i. Toygether with your elders consider investing yourself into another purthering church in your
city for 3 or 6 months. You probubly wouldnh’t even heed to move house, jobs, schools — just
drive in another direction for church eventsl!

Tithing

Being at dll the meetings you cun

Adding momentum

Beiny visible, uctive und fuith-filled

Befriendiny, supporting und serviny the leaders of thut church.

Together with your elders, consider relocating.
i. For a seuson to support u church plant or strengthen an existing plant. Possibly through a work
opfportunity or hew job, even in retirement or extended leuve.
Permunently to support. Many churches could richly benefit from just a few solid, on bourd,
purpose filled, Apostolic Hedarted members.
Permaunently to Plant. It could just be that God is preparing you so that one duy He would say
“Set upurt for me...”

Question: \What can you do locudlly to be upostolic? What about regiondlly or internationally? What
specific youls should you muke towards these things for 2015?




AN ADDITIONAL NOTE ON HOW TO READ THE BIBLE FOR ALL ITS WORTH

Hermeneutics / Interpreting the Bible Overview.
One hdilf of correctly interpreting Scripture is, of course, ull about the illuminution und guidaunce of the
Holy Spirit (John 14:26,16:13,1 John 2:27).

The other hdilf is dll about leurning to apply carefully certuin principles of interpretation.
Hermeneutics should be one of the first things we learn: i.e. Discipleship 101!

Writers intent.

Ask yourself what was the writer’s infended meduning und messuge, und through that what wus God
saying into the writers context before we try to apply it to ourselves toduy.

Who wrote,

To Whom,

Why writing,

When writing,

Where writing.

Historical distance.

Bridginy the Time und Spuce yup. Understunding the culture, geoyraphy, politics, economy, etc. of the
duy and hot being blinded by our own.

Context

The meuning of u text will always be clarified or confirmed by its context. Phrase; sentence;
puragraph; passage; pericope; book. Most misinterpretutions arise because u phrause or verse is
ripped from its context. The old udugye is dll oo true: u text without a context is a pretext.

Genre & Usage

If G literal reuding is honsensicul, or no umount of wideninyg the context seems to clarify the meuniny,
then look at literary genre’. There are muny different genres und usauges in Scripture, euch one with
its own rules of interpretation. E.y. Hebrew poetry; wisdom literature; upocdalyptic literature; various
conventions und feutures of prophetic utterance; psalms; proverbs; types; parubles; dllegories;
Hebrew sayings und idiomutic expression; und various figures of speech.

The Self-Interpretation of Scripture

"Let Scripture interpret Scripture”. If the meuning of u text seems obscure or difficult to accept, look
to see what the position is of other texts on the subject. The total truth ubout u matter is guined only
from ull the texts deuling with that mutter.

Three corolluries of this principle ure: the whole clarifies the part; the plain clarifies the obscure;
the new clarifies the old.

Corporate Reading / Helps.

Awvdil yourself of the interpretative knowledye und skills of others.
First, to draw upon the knowledye und uppreciution of Scripture of respected scholars.
Second, yuurds uyuinst u purely subjective readiny of Scripture.

Summary:
When we read the bible uccurately, first understunding the message God infended to the first recipients,
we cun then understund how to upply that message to us in our duy.

In Acts the key is not to develop u style of church service, but to see Gods heart aund strateyy in yetting
the Gospel out by the power of the Holy Spirit and using dll kinds of people to do sol




