THE WILL OF GOD

Genesis 12:1-4

New Living Translation (NLT)

The Call of Abram

12 The Lord had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.”

4 So Abram departed as the Lord had instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran.

One of the least popular and toughest lines in the Lord’s prayer is “Your will be done.”

-But when you understand it is couched in the middle of “Our Father” who “gives us our daily bread”,you begin to understand that this simple prayer of Your Will Be done, is the most freeing, joyful and powerful prayer you can pray.

Understanding the will of God

WILL AND GRACE

-unlikely choice (son of an idol merchant/ poly-theistic culture / star gazer/ old and barren/ lost a brother/ possibly bitter)
I WANT TO BLESS YOU AND MAKE YOU FAMOUS

Gen.1:3 “God doesn’t make, he creates”/ doesn’t just work with the best he has

-SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING

(“nothing happening in my life, my dreams, my future, nothing good happening”)

-Perfect conditions for His Word to work

POINT BLANK = WILL OF GOD IS TO BLESS YOU! 

(“I will make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous”)

Galatians.3:9 “So all who put their faith in Christ, share the same blessing Abraham received because of faith”

-maybe you’ve known an angry and distant and tight-fisted God

-Blessed you before your sin! 

-Blessed Adam before the sin that marred him

-A people so jacked up on his goodness, that we who deserved nothing have been given everything, given the very keys of the kingdom, have been launched into the second part of His will...

GOOD WILL HUNTING

-God’s will is to bless through you!

(“and you will be a blessing to others...all the families on earth will be blessed through you”)

Doctrine of ELECTION...

*Arminian (gives everyone a fair chance/ but you choose God)

*Calvinism (God chooses/but doesn’t choose others)

GOD HAS ALWAYS CHOSEN SOMEONE FOR THE WORLD!

-Abraham

-Israel

-Remnant

-The Church

-Jesus (perfect representation of the will of God...full of grace and truth) 

(“for God so loved the world”/”God was in Christ reconciling the world to himself”)

-Called to a wider mission than self-preservation

-Smash christian bunker mentality

-God said “let there be light” and it has not stopped invading since

DIRTY THEOLOGY (Blessed to be a blessing)

-Jesus moved into the neighbourhood (There goes the neighbourhood)

-didn’t shoot sermons from a far

Old Covenant, Leper touches you, you get leprosy/ New Covenant, you touch a leper, he gets healed ...we become unstoppable!

-my life becomes a weapon in his hands

“Being a christian is less about cautiously avoiding sin and more about courageously and actively doing God’s will” Bonhoeffer 

Colossians.2 (ALL sin) PAST/ PRESENT/ FUTURE

(not counting our sins against us)

-rips out pre-occupation with self/ measuring up/ insecurities

“Time to smash the mirrors and replace them with windows” Tyrone Daniel

HOW?

-2 seas in Israel/ Dead Sea and Red Sea (only one has an outlet)

(the father’s will is to bless the world through the church...that means he will always provide more resource as we pour it out...he will resource his will, his mission)

“I dare you to trust God with your money”

-Our daily bread always comes after your will be done

-You can never outgive the giver. 

-You will never remain in his debt

WHERE THERE IS A WILL THERE IS A WAY

-We can’t skip verse one
GEN.12:1 “Leave your country, your relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you”

(vs.4) “So Abraham departed as the Lord had instructed, and Lot went with him”

-Terah...had three sons (Abram, Nahor and Haran). Haran had one son named Lot.

YOU HAVE A LOT TO GET RID OF

“God looks for those who can go with nothing cause they can be trusted with everything” Mcmanus

 Abe had no children, longed for a son. Haran died. Lot longed for a dad.

-But God had a bigger promise/ “I will give you a son”/ stars/ more than you can imagine

They had legitimate needs, but tried to manipulate it through illegitimate means.

RADICAL FUTURES DEMAND RADICAL RESPONSES

-For Abraham to become the father of our faith, walk into the miraculous...a radicalness needed to settle

-partial obedience is disobedience/ no obedience at all

-can not pick and choose

THE WILL OF THE LORD IS THE BONDAGE BREAKER (Jason Upton)

-brings freedom. Joy/ power

“not my will but yours be done”

-If you can pray this, then welcome to the greatest adventure

JESUS 

-had the promise (knew the will of the father)(“I will give you the name above all names”)

-knew the mission (knew his will to restore all things) (many sons to glory)

-Had a moment where he had to pray...

This prayer catapulted him to the cross where all heaven broke loose...we entered into the full blessing, joy forevermore, most powerful life imaginable!

